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TAGS: TH, PDIP, ASEAN 

SUBJECT: THAI AMBASSADOR CALLS ON EA 

SUMMARY: THAI AMBASSADOR ARUN PHANUPHONG PAID COURTESY 
CALLS ON ASSISTANT SECRETARY HOLBROOKE AND DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY HEGINBOTHAM MAY 19. AMBASSADOR 
INDICATED APPRECIATION FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY'S EEFORTS 
TO OBTAIN RESTORATION OF $8 MILLION MAP ITEM IN SENATE 
COMMITTEE. HE ALSO WANTED INVITE SECRETARY OF AGRICUL- 
TURE TO VISIT THAILAND IN JUNE. AMBASSADOR TOLD DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY NO SPECIAL ECONOMIC ISSUES EXISTED 
BETWEEN US BUT HE HOPED EOR INCREASED U.S. INVESTMENT IN 
THAILAND TO BALANCE LARGER JAPANESE PRESENCE. HE ALSO 
INDICATED LOCAL ASEAN AMBASSADORS IN WASHINGTON ARE 
PLANNING MEET MONTHLY AND CREATE SECRETARIAT TO DISCUSS 
MUTUAL ISSUES FOLLOWING PATTERN NOW USED IN BRUSSELS. 
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END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO HOLBROOKE'S QUERY ARUN ADMITTED HE 
HAD NOT YET POUCHED HIS REPORT TO BANGKOK ON HIS MAY 13 
MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS EXCEL- 
LENT. HE MAY HAVE SUMMARIZED THE HIGHLIGHTS BY TELEX 
BUT HE WAS NOT CLEAR. ARUN HAS NOT YET CALLED ON 
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DR. BOURNE AS SUGGESTED BY THE PRESIDENT. 

2. ARUN EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR HOLBROOKE'S SUCCESS- 
FUL LOBBYING EFFORTS IN THE SENATE TO RESTORE THE 

$8 MILLION MAP AMOUNT FOR FY 78. HE THEN INDICATED HE 
WANTED TO INVITE AGRICULTURE SECRETARY BERGLAND TO 
VISIT THAILAND BEFORE OR AFTER HE ATTENDS A FOOD COUNCIL 
MEETING IN MANILA. WE PROMISED TO FOLLOW UP. HOLBROOKE 
EXPLAINED THAT HE HAD NOT VISITED THAILAND ON HIS RECENT 
EA TRIP BECAUSE OUR AMBASSADOR HAD RECOMMENDED AGAINST 
IT DURING A CONGRESSIONAL VISIT AND NARCOTICS CONFERENCE. 
ARUN PROMISED TO ASSURE RTG OF CONTINUING U.S. INTEREST 
IN MAINTENANCE OF FREE AND INDEPENDENT THAILAND. 

3. IN HIS CONVERSATION WITH HEGINBOTHAM, ARUN NOTED WITH 
PLEASURE THE ABSENCE OF ANY SPECIAL ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 
BETWEEN U.S. AND THAILAND. HE FELT GENERAL KRIANGSAK'S 
RECENT TRIP HELPED IMMENSELY TO IMPROVE MUTUAL UNDERSTAND- 
ING. ARUN WAS PARTICULARLY PLEASED WITH U.S. INDICATION 

OF STRONG INTEREST AND SUPPORT IN ASEAN. ARUN WAS 
PHILOSOPHICAL ABOUT CONGRESSIONAL ATTEMPTS TO REDUCE MAP 
BECAUSE HE UNDERSTOOD THAILAND WAS NOT THE ONLY COUNTRY 
FACING REDUCTIONS. THE AMOUNT WAS NOT AS IMPORTANT AS 
FACT U.S. STILL PROVIDING SUPPORT FOR ITS FRIENDS. 

4. ARUN TOLD HEGINBOTHAM THAILAND WOULD LIKE "DEEPER" 
ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH U.S., ESPECIALLY INVESTMENTS. HE 
RECOGNIZED IT WAS UP TO RTG TO IMPROVE INVESTMENT CLIMATE 
BY ASSURING POLITICAL STABILITY AND IMPROVING RTG 
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ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE. RTG WANTS TO BALANCE LARGE JAPANESE 
INVESTMENTS WITH THOSE FROM U.S. RTG PLANS TO MAKE 
THAILAND A SHOWCASE TO SHOW WHAT A FREE COUNTRY CAN DO IN 
COMPARISON WITH ITS COMMUNIST NEIGHBORS. HE NOTED THAT 
RECENT SRV VISITORS IN BANGKOK DURING ESCAP PLENARY MEN- 
TIONED THAT PROSPERITY THEY SAW AROUND THEM WAS RESULT OF 
THAILAND'S CLOSE ASSOCIATION WITH U.S. 

5. ARUN ADMITTED THAT THERE HAD BEEN A RECENT SLOWDOWN 

IN NEW INVESTMENT BECAUSE OF UNCERTAINTY REGARDING DURABI- 
LITY OF CURRENT GOVERNMENT AND POSSIBILITY OF NEW LEGISLA- 
TION. "WHEN THE DUST SETTLES, THE SITUATION WILL IMPROVE." 
ARUN CLAIMED RTG WAS STILL DETERMINING THE REAL COSTS AND 
BENEFITS OF CONSUMING OFFSHORE NATURAL GAS. THAI GEOLO- 
GISTS BELIEVE THE LARGEST POOL OF GAS LIES UNDER THE 
DISPUTED ZONE IN THE GULF OF THAILAND WHERE CLAIMS OF 
THAILAND, SRV AND CAMBODIA OVERLAP. 

6. ARUN INDICATED AMBASSADORS OF ASEAN COUNTRIES IN 
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WASHINGTON ARE PLANNING CREATE A SECRETARIAT SUCH AS 
EXISTS IN BRUSSELS TO DISCUSS MUTUA' ISSUES AT REGULAR 

MONTHLY MEETINGS. HEGINBOTHAM SUGGESTED IT WOULD BE 
HELPFUL TO KNOW HOW U S. CAN RELATE THIS PROPOSED SECRE- 
TARIAT TO OUR OFFICIAL DIALOGUE WITH ASEAN THROUGH 
PHILIPPINE MFA. 

7. AMBASSADOR ARUN DEPARTS FOR NEW YORK MAY 22 WHERE HE 
WILL LEAD THE THAI DELEGATION TO THE LOS CONFERENCE. CHRISTOPHER 
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